First Time Taking the BRC?
The Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) Basic RiderCourse (BRC) is based on years of scientific research and field experience. The current edition was field-tested and proven to be successful in developing the entry-level skills for riding in traffic. Through its various iterations, more than three million riders have been trained since 1973.

The BRC is designed to be quite enjoyable. During the course, RiderCoaches will facilitate student development by using interactive classroom activities. On the range students are coached in a way that guides development in acquiring basic motorcycle maneuvering skills. Students do not compete with anyone else in this course, enabling them to focus on their own learning and experience. The BRC is progressive in nature, and conducted at a pace that results in successful completion for most novice riders. The RiderCoaches will help students learn to the best of their ability.

Can a Sailor or Marine fail the BRC? Yes. However, the overall success rate (military and civilians) is over 90%. Failing or not completing the course, is the result of either the inability to meet the objective of a particular exercise, a crash or tip over during the evaluation, an accumulation of more than 20 deduction points during the skills evaluation, or incorrectly answering more 10 out of 50 test questions. With remedial assistance for those students struggling early (e.g. the clutch friction zone) it is rare to be counseled out. Through a series of progressive exercises, students can learn basic rider skills with little chance of incident. Each exercise is explained and demonstrated. Then each exercise is practiced by the student until the objective for that exercise is met. This aids in confidence of successfully meeting the objective of each riding evaluation. BRC Knowledge Test questions are multiple choice and based on material found directly in the student handbook. RiderCoaches thoroughly cover Knowledge Test content in an interactive, low-threat setting.


Millions of inexperienced riders have successfully completed the BRC. While motorcycling is a skill of the eyes and the mind, it is a skill that can be taught, reinforced through training, and positively evaluated. It is suggested that a novice rider preview parts of the BRC riding portion so he or she knows what to expect. Potential students are encouraged to visit MSF’s website at www.msf-usa.org to preview components of the BRC classroom material.

Lastly, you are encouraged to contact your Unit Motorcycle Mentorship Coordinator, Motorcycle Program Coordinator or Safety Officer for more information about where and when to attend training. At many installations a loaner motorcycle may be available.  Sailors must let their chain of command know how they have progressed through initial and follow-on training per the current OPNAV 5100.12 Instruction. Those few students, who are counseled out of the class, are encouraged to enroll in the next available BRC class and should discuss the situation with their command.  

Once again, the goal of this course is to provide the students with the fundamental skills needed to safely and confidently ride.  The course is enjoyable and educational, and may save your life.  Sign up today!
